
STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN JOHN W. OLVER ON ENERGY BILL

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) released following statement today regarding the Energy Bill (H.R. 6):

         "The energy bill fails to provide a realistic sustainable energy plan for America's future. Instead, the bill includes environmental rollbacks, threatens public health, weakens key consumer protections against electricity market manipulation, and gives out billions of dollars in subsidies to the fossil fuel and nuclear industries. In addition, this bill missed nearly every opportunity to increase renewable energy development and energy efficiency.

         "The rollbacks of two of our most fundamental environmental laws -- the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act are terrible environmental policy.

         "This bill would allow more smog pollution for longer than the current Clean Air Act authorizes by allowing areas with the worst air pollution to have more time to cleanup without having to implement stronger air pollution controls.

         "This bill exempts all oil and gas construction activities, including roads, drill pads, pipeline corridors, refineries, and compressor stations from having to control storm-water runoff, as is currently required under the Clean Water Act.

         "Early estimates regarding this bill show at least $25 billion in subsidies to the oil, coal, gas and nuclear industries. Some estimates tally more than $100 billion in giveaways to the 'dirty fuel industry' including more than $6 billion in tax credits for nuclear power companies and $1.1 billion to build a new nuclear reactor in Idaho. It is reckless and irresponsible policy to promote new nuclear power production when we have yet to develop a safe way and place to dispose of the high-level nuclear waste we've already created.

         "By comparison, the renewable fuel industry received only crumbs -- a piddling $3 to $6 billion for solar, wind, geothermal and biomass development. The Renewable Portfolio Standard included by the Senate, which would have required utilities to generate 10 percent of their power from renewable sources by 2020, was struck from the bill.

         "Tragically, this energy bill is a missed opportunity for job creation. The Tellus institute estimates 1.3 million jobs could be created in the renewable energy sector. Instead, this bill only ensures we will continue to lose our technological edge in the global renewables market to countries like Denmark and Japan.

         "What we needed was an energy bill to decrease our dependence on foreign oil and strengthen our national security but this bill won't conserve a drop of oil. We needed to protect our consumers, our public lands and our public health but instead this bill weakens protections. We needed to give a boost to the renewable energy sector but instead this bill is a kickback to the fossil fuel industry."
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